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A ralia was commissioned by St 
George plc to create a series of 
seven luxury roof terraces for its 
penthouse apartments at Dockside 

House in Chelsea Creek, London. St George 
commissioned Aralia after seeing its 
contemporary roof terrace at RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show in 2012. The brief came at the 
height of the 2012 recession, so Aralia was 
charged with delivering world class designs that 
would ensure these penthouse apartments 
were highly desirable and would ideally sell 
quickly. Chelsea Creek is the pinnacle of 
sophisticated living, and the Penthouse 
Collection roof terraces, which feature 
contemporary exteriors, are one of London’s 
most elegant dockside developments.

Aralia took inspiration from the architecture 
of the new apartments, and from the site’s 
proximity to the River Thames. A variety of 
natural materials were selected and blended 
carefully across a range of garden features, 
including green walls, water features, outdoor 
fire places and outdoor kitchens. 

Aralia’s design included bespoke Corten 
steel planters, commissioned sculptures and 
glass art, as well as hardwood decking, lighting, 
irrigation and planting.

Teamwork

Aralia worked as landscape architects within a 
multi-disciplinary consultant team that included 
architects, structural engineers, cost 
consultants and subcontractors. Aralia was 

A B O U T  A R A L I A

Having studied Landscape and Garden 
Design at Writtle College, Patricia Fox 
set up Aralia in 2004 and has built a 
design studio ethos where creativity 
and excellence are paramount. Aralia 
has two Silver medals from RHS 
Chelsea and is a multiple winner of the 
BALI Landscape Design Excellence 
Award. The team works on a range of 
commissions, from urban gardens to 
commercial landscapes.
www.aralia.org.uk

L U X U R Y  L I V I N G

responsible from concept creation through to 
design detail. Ardmore was appointed as the 
overall contractor for the build, and appointed a 
range of subcontractors to carry out various 
elements of the build.

Challenges

The biggest challenge faced by Aralia was the 
need to work extremely quickly for a client who 
wanted everything done within a short 
timeframe. In addition, the overall envelope for 
the buildings themselves had to change during 
the project due to planning restrictions, which 
meant that a lot of redesign work had to be 
carried out in a short space of time. 

Accolades

The Chelsea Creek Dockside Roof Terrace 
project went on to be awarded the 2015 BALI 
Landscape Design Excellence Award (Principal 
Winner) and was highly commended at the 
International Property Awards for Residential 
Landscape Architecture 2016, sponsored by 
The Telegraph.

We are excited about the BALI Design Excellence Award, 
which is a mark of the high standard of design that Aralia 
has implemented at Chelsea Creek. Aralia has created 

terraces which are the epitome of innovation and luxury, as part of our 
Penthouse Collection. With the penthouses due for completion in the 
coming months, it’s great to see that the designs are creating 
such a well-deserved buzz for their high standard and creativity 

MICHAEL BRYN-JONES, MANAGING DIRECTOR, ST GEORGE PLC

Project value  

More than 

£1.5m

Build time

Three to six 

months

Size of project

Over 1,000m2
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P R I N C I P A L 
A W A R D
Landscape Design 
Excellence 2015 
(over £50k)

A R A L I A

C H E L S E A  C R E E K  P E N T H O U S E  R O O F  T E R R A C E S
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R E F E R E N C E S

Hard landscaping contractors 
Blakedown Landscapes 

www.blakedown.co.uk
Elite Landscapes

www.elitelandscapes.co.uk 

Paving and stone
CED Group

www.cedstone.com 

Trees 
Deepdale Trees

www.deepdale-trees.co.uk 

Plants 
Robin Tacchi plants

www.robintacchiplants.com 

Lighting design 
Aralia 

www.aralia.org.uk 
Light IQ

www.lightiq.com 

Green walls
ANS Group Europe

www.ansgroupglobal.com 

Timber pergola 
The Garden Trellis Company

www.gardentrellis.co.uk  

Metal louvre pergolas 
Biossun

www.biossun.com 

Corten planters 
Kinley Systems

www.kinley.co.uk 

Outdoor kitchens 
Fire Magic

www.fire-magic.co.uk 

Outdoor fireplaces 
Urban Fires

www.urbanfires.co.uk 

Glass art 
Leyla Murr

www.leylamurr.com 

Sculpture 
Neil Barab

www.nealbarab.com
Steinworks 

www.steinworks.co.uk 
Petal Pod

www.petalpod.co.uk  
Jane Bohane

www.janebohane.com 

Awning
Superior Awning

www.superiorawning.com 

DURING WORKS

BEFORE
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1  Hardwood runway deck with inlaid glass panels       
    and bespoke art panels ©John Glover 2016
2   Visualisation for outdoor lounge space with 

topiarised trees ©St George plc 2016
3  Hardwood slatted Ipe pergola ©Aralia 2016
4  Visualisation for 26th floor penthouse with glass  
    panelling set into stone paving and sculptural 
    columnar yew features ©St George plc 2016
5  Bespoke water feature with pebble tray at bottom 
    to contain and recycle water ©John Glover 2016
6  Long view down with bespoke water feature on 
    left and Corten planters ©John Glover 2016
7  Seventh floor terrace with water feature, Corten 
    planters and Taxus topiary ©John Glover 2016


