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Gardens
in the sky
Expert designers share their
smartest tips on creating the
perfect London roof terrace

W

ITH SPACE AT SUCH A PREMIUM
IN THE CAPITAL, IT’S LITTLE
WONDER SO MANY PEOPLE ARE
TURNING THEIR ROOFTOPS INTO OUTSIDE
ROOMS, OFTEN CREATING COOL AND
CALM RETREATS FROM CITY LIFE.
“Roof terraces can make excellent outdoor
rooms or oases of calm – an extra space
for entertaining, dining, or just simply
relaxing, and with spectacular views over
the city,” says Charlotte Rowe of the
eponymous garden design company.
Patricia Fox of garden designers
Aralia agrees that more people are
viewing roof terraces as extensions of
their home’s interior. This is giving them
greater confidence to invest in rooftop
improvements, “Building a roof terrace can
be quite expensive, particularly if there’s
no current access,” she says. That said,
Patricia reasons that a well-designed roof
space can add double what it costs to create
onto a property’s asking price.
In terms of current popular features,
Patricia says London clients are asking to
recreate anything you can do inside on

Roof terrace at The Music Box by
SPPARC Architecture. See page 47

their roof terrace. This means everything
from outdoor kitchens and fireplaces to
al fresco bars and dining rooms. “The
main purpose of many spaces is about
entertaining,” says Patricia.
HIDDEN CHARMS
Arguably, great roof terrace design is as
much about what you don’t see as what you
do. Screening vents, hiding less appealing
views and minimising the impact of
unattractive walls are all common terrace
design challenges in the capital. “High
walls often prove too dominant. One
solution is to install a green wall [of living
plants] to bring the eyes down and reduce
the visual impact of all that brick,”
says Patricia.
Privacy is, of course, another major
consideration in the centre of London.
The aim should be to balance the overall
terrace design with the views, privacy,
the preferred planting and
wind factors.
Much of this begins with
understanding the precise
location of a property, both
in terms of the vistas and
wind directions at play, and
also how surrounding
buildings are used. For
example, you may be
overlooked by a large
building, but you may not
need to screen it off if it’s an
office building and you plan
only to use your terrace for

dexters.co.uk

evening and weekend entertaining. “You
need to know exactly which views need
managing and which need enhancing,”
says Patricia.
SAFE SKIES
If you’re considering investing in a roof
terrace, it’s crucial to work with experts
who have proven track records of
understanding the technical issues.
Charlotte Rowe says, “You need to take
into account the limitations to the weight
and loadings. All materials and planting
have to be designed to minimise the stress
on the roof structure.” Whoever you
choose to undertake works should also
be conversant with all health and safety
regulations, be fully insured and prepared
to undertake structural engineer reports.
GONE WITH THE WIND
Understanding the micro wind and
weather conditions of your location is
paramount to creating a comfortable roof
terrace in the city. Patricia Fox highlights
how some fences which people use to
shield spaces from the wind, can have the
opposite effect, “Many city terraces can
really funnel the wind. You need to know
how to introduce filtration of the wind and
find the comfortable pockets that aren’t too
windy, but aren’t too sunny either.”
She also reminds would-be roof terrace
owners to ensure everything is
well-secured against windy conditions.
Plants too should also be chosen to
withstand the specific environment of
your space.
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ON TOP OF THE WORLD
Amazing views from ravishing roof terraces at properties available through Dexters
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Roof terrace/
garden directory
ARALIA
Specialising in creating
beautiful, innovative gardens
and landscapes designed to
enrich the lives of those who
use these outdoor spaces.
01279 721 461
aralia.org.uk

CHARLOTTE ROWE
GARDEN DESIGN
Offering full-service garden
design to clients seeking
beautiful and functional outside
spaces. From small courtyards
and roof terraces to full-scale
rural landscaping.
020 7602 0660
charlotterowe.com

RANDLE SIDDELEY
CRAVEN HILL GARDENS, PADDINGTON, W2
£3,450,000
TASTEFUL TERRACE IN PRIME LOCATION
This private roof terrace provides an elegant backdrop for social gatherings. It is the crowning glory of a Hempel
Collection three double bedroom townhouse in Craven Hill Gardens, a prime W2 address. The interior is designed to
a high standard and the property also has private forecourt parking.

Dexters Paddington.
020 7298 1550

Randle Siddeley landscape
architects have been designing
and maintaining gardens, roof
terraces and balconies in
Kensington, Chelsea and
Belgravia for over 40 years.
020 7627 7000
randlesiddeley.co.uk

WARDOUR STREET, FITZROVIA, W1F
£2,350,000

FINCHLEY ROAD, ST JOHN'S WOOD, NW8
£8,000 pw/£34,667 pcm

ELEGANT ENTERTAINING IN W1

LUXURIOUS PENTHOUSE LIVING

This chic decked roof terrace completes a three bedroom, top floor apartment
which is presented in immaculate condition. Providing views across the capital,
the apartment is less than half a mile from both Tottenham Court Road and
Oxford Circus underground stations.

This top of the range penthouse apartment offers luxurious living space over two
floors with one of the best views of London from the roof terrace. The apartment
benefits from the use of a porter 24 hours a day and St John's Wood station being
less than 500m away.

Dexters Fitzrovia.
020 7067 2401

Dexters St John's Wood.
020 7483 6330
dexters.co.uk

